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Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

What is the CPI?
The Transparency International Corruption Perception Index ranks countries in terms of the degree to which corruption is perceived to exist in the public sector. The CPI is an assessment of perception of corruption in the public sector – it is not a verdict on corruption of nations or societies as a whole.

What are the differences between previous and recent CPI? 

The CPI has since 1995 been a flagship product for TI. Since 2013 the CPI is presented on a scale from 100 (very clean) to 0 (very corrupt). The CPI scores until 2012 have been presented on the scale of 0-10. 12 data sources were used to construct the Corruption Perceptions Index 2015. Data for Azerbaijan was drawn from 6 different sources. 
1. World Economic Forum Executive Opinion Survey (EOS) 2015 
2. Bertelsmann Foundation Transformation Index 2016 

3. Political Risk Services International Country Risk Guide 2015 

4. Economist Intelligence Unit Country Risk Ratings 2015 

5. Global Insight Country Risk Ratings 2014 

6. Freedom House Nations in Transit 2015
What is the score of the country? 

A country scores on a scale from 100 (very clean) to 0 (very corrupt).

Which matters more, a country’s rank or its score?

Ranking enables TI to build the Index, but a country's rank can change simply because new countries enter the Index or others drop out, while a country’s score is a much more important indication of the perceived level of corruption in a country that allows comparing developments in a country over time. 
Why is the CPI based only on perceptions?
Corruption generally implies illegal activities, which are deliberately hidden and only come to light through scandals, investigations or prosecutions. There is no meaningful way to assess absolute levels of corruption in countries or territories on the basis of hard empirical data. It is difficult to assess the overall levels of corruption in different countries based on hard empirical data, e.g. by comparing the amount of bribes or the number of prosecutions or court cases. 

For the purpose of the CPI, how is corruption defined by Transparency International?
The Transparency International CPI focuses on corruption in the public sector and defines corruption as the abuse of public office for private gain. 

Who compiles the CPI? 

The CPI is produced by the Transparency International Secretariat in Berlin. TI gathered the data, liaised with experts on the method, and calculated the Index. 

How many countries are included in the CPI?

The CPI 2015 ranks 168 countries, while in 2014 altogether 175 countries were surveyed. For a country to be included in the ranking, it must be included in a minimum of three of the CPI’s data sources. If a country is not featured in the ranking, then this is solely because of insufficient survey information and not as an indication that corruption does not exist in the country.
What is Azerbaijan’s score and ranking in CPI 2015? 

In the CPI 2015 the country with the score of 29 was the 119-th among 168 countries surveyed. Last year Azerbaijan ranked the 126th among 175 countries with the score of 29.
What factors do account for Azerbaijan improved position in CPI 2015? 
Azerbaijan’s performance as seen from the country’ score in this year’s CPI remained the same as in the previous year. Overall, recent years’ modest upturn in the country’s ranking was made possible by successful operation of corruption free ASAN centers, a single window agency that streamlined delivery of public services; as well as upgraded e-government that minimizes direct contact between officials and their customers. All of these changes indirectly contributed to the increase in the country’s CPI ranking. On the other hand, Azerbaijan’s position dropped in the Nations in Transit 2015 report published by Freedom House, which is one of the reference sources for the CPI. The global oil price slump negatively impacted the country’s economic performance, aggravating economic disparity. Mishandled currency devaluations and problems with transparency in the banking sector also undermined economic welfare. Altogether these developments resulted in the unchanged score of the country in the CPI. 

What are the ranks of neighboring countries? 
Georgia is the “champion” country in the region followed by Turkey. The score of other countries are given below. 
	Rank
	Country
	Score

	49
	Georgia 
	52

	66
	Turkey 
	42

	103
	Moldova 
	33

	95
	Armenia 
	35

	107
	Belarus 
	32

	119
	Russia 
	29

	123
	Kazakhstan 
	28

	123
	Kirgizstan 
	28

	130 
	Ukraine
	27

	136
	Tajikistan
	26

	153
	Uzbekistan 
	19

	154
	Turkmenistan 
	18


Corruption Perception Index (CPI) - Ranking and score of Azerbaijan

	Year 
	Place among other countries 
	No of countries surveyed the year 
	Score from 0 (very poor) to 10 (excellent) 

	2000
	87
	90
	1.5

	2001 
	84
	91
	2.0

	2002
	95
	102
	2.0

	2003
	124
	133
	1.8

	2004
	140
	146
	1.9

	2005 
	137
	159
	2.2

	2006
	 130 
	163
	2.4

	2007 
	148 
	179 
	2.1 

	2008
	159
	180
	1.9 

	2009
	143
	180
	2.3

	2010
	134
	178
	2.4

	2011 
	143
	183
	2.4

	Methodology used to compile the Index is updated
	Score from 0 (very poor) to 100 (excellent)

	2012
	139
	176
	27

	2013
	127
	177
	28

	2014
	126
	175
	29

	2015
	119
	168
	29


